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A Word from one of our Ministers 

                                                      Friends,  

 

 

I write this on Ash Wednesday as we are beginning our Lenten journey towards the Cross, 

travelling with Christ as he moves inexorably towards death – but also   therefore towards 

resurrec8on. I want to share the poem below with you: it is by a Church of Scotland minister 

in Dumbarton, the Revd Eleanor Hamilton. She shares her original poetry on her Facebook 

page, Whispers of Grace, and allows its sharing with aBribu8on.  

 

So oCen Lent can be about what we are giving up, how we are going to make ourselves 

suffer the depriva8on of things which bring us comfort, joy or pleasure. Whilst I do think 

that Lent is an invita8on to deeper reflec8on, and I would encourage you in some kind of 

Lent devo8on, I think we do God and ourselves a disservice if we think that giving up choco-

late, cheese or chips is going to do the job.  

     

I might encourage you to read with me as I use Ann Voskamp’s devo8onal book, Loved to 

Life, which takes 40 days to walk through readings from John’s gospel; I would invite you to 

spend some 8me in prayer, and whether that is a new prac8ce for you or perhaps you are a 

prayer warrior of many years’ devo8on, spending more 8me with God is never a bad idea.  

 

Revd Hamilton asks us to consider Lent in a different way – to turn our aBen8on this Lent 

outward: can our Lenten prac8ce have an impact on the world in some way? Whilst we 

might really want to give up sugar or chips for Lent, what difference could that make for the 

Kingdom? If we spent £4 on chips every week, how can we redirect that resource for the 

benefit of others?  

 

Lent comes at the 8me of year when we are s8ll living with some darkness, some gloom, but 

there is a touch of spring in the air, and the light is coming back, and  perhaps our mood is 

liCing, and we are feeling a liBle lighter and brighter. I want to invite you to reflect on the 

poem in your quiet 8me, or in your house group perhaps, and see what it says to you and to 

those with whom you discuss it. What difference might that perspec8ve bring to your      

experience of Lent this year? 

 

Let’s remember that we, as Chris8ans, know that the resurrec8on is coming too. When we 

are in a season of great change and discernment at Cornerstone, we might some8mes forget 

that there are cycles of what Brueggemann called orienta8on, disorienta8on and              

reorienta8on.  Life might ever  be  at  some  stage  in that cycle, but just as the cycle of the 

liturgical year promises  us  that Easter  comes aCer Lent, we can be sure that             

reorienta8on to a new normal and orienta8on to a period of   steadiness will also  



Seeking to follow Jesus in Community, Love and Service  

We are a community of people seeking to follow Jesus, experiencing and sharing 

God's love and grace through worship, learning, caring and serving in our  

communi�es and beyond. 

Shout it out loud, says the 

prophet. 

Not to shame us 

but to wake us. 

 

Because some8mes 

we call a hunger strike 

holy. 

 

We give up chocolate 

and keep our grudges. 

We pour away the wine 

and sharpen our words on a 

whetstone. 

We fast from sugar 

but we feast on gossip. 

 

And then we wonder 

why nothing changes. 

 

Lent isn’t a performance. 

It isn’t a diet. 

It isn’t about looking serious 

enough 

to pass for spiritual. 

God isn’t impressed 

with our empty stomachs 

or our closed hearts. 

 

“Is this the fast I choose?” 

 

A day of bowed heads 

while others are bowed down 

by debt, 

by injus8ce, 

by loneliness? 

 

No. 

This is the fast. 

Loosen what binds. 

Share your bread. 

Make space at your table 

and no8ce who is missing. 

 

Lent is taking stock. 

Not of calories  

but of compassion. 

Where have I turned away? 

Where have I chosen comfort over  

courage? 

Where have I kept quiet 

when love needed a voice? 

 

Repentance isn’t grovelling. 

It’s returning. 

 

Returning to the God who is jus8ce. 

Returning to the God who is mercy. 

Returning to the God who is light 

that breaks like the dawn. 

 

So this Lent, 

don’t just empty your cupboards. 

Empty what hardens your heart. 

 

And let the God who is compassion 

lead you into a fast 

that feeds the world. 

 

 

                           © E Hamilton 2026 

come on the heels of disorienta8on. 

 

As we live through Lent this year, with its opportuni8es for challenge, reflec8on and fas8ng, 

let’s hold fast to the promises of God, faithful to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and through all 

genera8ons ever since: God is with us, and through the trials and tempta8ons of this life, we 

can know the peace and the grace we are offered as      co-heirs of the Kingdom with Christ, 

who gave of his all that we might know how much we are loved by God. 

 

Every blessing, 

 

Deacon Sarah  



     In our prayers  

           we remember 

 

     In our prayers  

           we remember 

 

      

           We remember all our friends 

             who at this �me are in need of 

             our support and prayers 

 

      

          We remember all our friends 

             who at this �me are in need of 

             our support and prayers 

1st March 

LR  Deacon Sarah Eastol 10.30am  Worship Together at StAR 

PG  Revd Tony Cavanagh 10.30am Communion 

StAR  Deacon Sarah Eastol 09.30am Breakfast Church 

StAR  Deacon Sarah Eastol 10.30am  

8thMarch 

LR  Revd Tony Cavanagh 10.30am Communion 

PG  Deacon Sarah Eastol 10.30am  

StAR  Chris8ne Lawley 10.30am  

15thMarch 

LR  Rhys Frost 10.30am  

PG  Revd Clive McKie 10.30am  

StAR  Revd Tony Cavanagh 10.30am Communion 

22nd March 

LR  Deacon Sarah Eastol 10.30am  

PG   10.30am Worship Together at LR 

StAR   10.30am Worship Together at LR 

29th March 

LR  Chris8ne Lawley 10.30am Crea8ve Worship 

PG  Revd Gillian Baalham 10.30am  

StAR  Bob Boyce 10.30am  

LR  Open Table   4.30pm  

Our thoughts are with Anne, John and their families on the passing  

of their mother Esther Coombes on Saturday 14th February  

 

Our thoughts are with Anne, John and their families on the passing  

of their mother Esther Coombes on Saturday 14th February  







 

 

 

 

 

                   Partridge Green Methodist Chapel  
 

There has been a Methodist presence in Partridge Green since the late 1800’s 

with a certain Mr Scrase starting a Methodist society in the village, with           

services sometimes being held in the Railway Station waiting room. A wooden 

Chapel with a tin roof was completed by 1888 on the site of the current      

Chapel.  Worship continued there until 1906 when the  church where we       

worship today was opened. The original wooden building was used as a   

schoolroom until the early 1930s when the current building comprising a 

hall, kitchen and toilets was completed.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The position of the church and schoolroom in the centre of the High Street has 

always been one of its strengths. During the war years the schoolroom was 

used during the day as an evacuee school for London children who were      

staying in the village and in the evening it was used as a canteen the soldiers 

billeted in the village Sunday School  
 

 

Part 2 Written by Elaine Tunbridge 



Over the last three decades increasingly strong links have developed between 

the Methodist Church and the Anglican church in the village, St Michaels.  

A Village cafe takes place each month organised by members of both Angli-

can and Methodist congregations. A well-attended Messy church is organised by 

the Methodist Church running every school holiday but it would not be possi-

ble without the strong support of Saint Michael's church.  
 

In the early years there was an active Sunday School and a Youth Group 

for teenagers and this continued well into the 1990s but recently work 

with families is represented by Messy Church.  There was also an active Wom-

en’s Fellowship but with a declining membership this sadly had to close.  There 

is a very active club for older people – The Open Door – which meets once a fort-

night, providing fellowship and entertainment, as well as tea and cake!  
 

The ”Covid era” enabled us to form stronger links with the two Horsham Meth-

odist churches when “in person “Sunday Services were not possible and tech-

nology in the form of Zoom took over.  We got to know members of the other two 

churches in this way which was a great strength to  Partridge Green where the 

number of active members had dwindled.    When life returned to normal in 2021 

this new fellowship flourished and in September 2024 Cornerstone Methodist 

Church was formed, with close links being developed amongst the three chap-

els.  
 

Partridge Green Chapel has always been known as a warm and welcoming place 

where new people soon feel at home.  Do come and visit!  





 

HELP NEEDED 
The 250 group would love to have some help at several points over the weekend.  

 

Firstly, we hope that you will all come to the fair.  It is a fund raiser for              

Cornerstone. There will be some lovely ar8cles on sale, some made by church 

members and others by folk who are seasoned craC fair stall holders.  

 

Secondly, on Friday night at 6.30pm and Saturday at 3.30pm, we need a small 

team to  set out and clear the sanctuary.  

 

We are offering refreshments, so we would welcome tray-bakes or cookies to 

sell. Please email or talk to Carolyn King.  

We are also having a raffle so giCs would be appreciated.  

Helen Currington is organising this. 

If you are able to offer help for any of the above,  

please email cc@cornerstone-mc.org.uk or chat to Valerie Cummings or Deacon 

Sarah. 

We hope to see you all there! 



CALENDAR 

Partridge Green 

March 
 

3 Open Door Club 2.30pm - 4.00pm   

7 Prayer Breakfast  in the Hall  8.00am 

12 Village Café 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

17 Open Door Club 2.30pm - 4.00pm   

2 Walk and Talk  10.30am 

5 Messy Church planning mee<ng  10.00am 

19 Lent Lunch  12,00pm  -  1.30pm 

24 Songs of Praise   3.00pm 

26 Lent Lunch  12,00pm  -  1.30pm 

28 Quiz and A?ernoon Tea  3.00pm 

31 Open Door Club 2.30pm - 4.00pm   

5 Lent Lunch   12.00pm  -  1.30pm 

12 Lent Lunch  12,00pm  -  1.30pm 

London Road 

March 
 

4 Wednesday Club  7.30pm 

6 Friday Café 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

8 Sunday Lunch   12.30pm 

10 Tuesday Prayers 9.30am  

10 Cra?ernoon   2.00pm    

11 Toddler Group   10.00am   

13 Friday Café 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

17 Tuesday Prayers 9.30am  

18 Toddler Group   10.00am   

18 Tea and Chat   2.30pm   

18 Wednesday Club  7.30pm 

20 Friday Café 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

24 Tuesday Prayers 09.30am  



St Andrews 

March 
 

3 Prayers at Church   9.00am   staff prayers—all are welcome   

3 Horsham Ma@ers Connec<ng Café 11.30am—1.30pm   

4 The Café at St Andrews     10.00am – 12.00pm   

6 Easy Movers  coffee/chat exercise 10.30am to 12.00 noon   

9 Movie Mondays  1.30pm 

10 Prayers at Church   9.00am   staff prayers—all are welcome  

10 Horsham Ma@ers Connec<ng Café 11.30am—1.30pm   

11 The Café at St Andrews     10.00am – 12.00pm   

13 Easy Movers  coffee/chat exercise 10.30am to 12.00 noon   

16 Movie Mondays  1.30pm 

17 Prayers at Church   9.00am   staff prayers—all are welcome   

17 Horsham Ma@ers Connec<ng Café 11.30am—1.30pm   

18 The Café at St Andrews     10.00am – 12.00pm   

20 Easy Movers  coffee/chat exercise 10.30am to 12.00 noon   

23 Movie Mondays  1.30pm 

24 Prayers at Church   9.00am   staff prayers—all are welcome   

24 Horsham Ma@ers Connec<ng Café 11.30am—1.30pm   

25 The Café at St Andrews     10.00am – 12.00pm   

27 Easy Movers  coffee/chat exercise 10.30am to 12.00 noon   

30 Movie Mondays  1.30pm 

31 Prayers at Church   9.00am   staff prayers—all are welcome   

31 Horsham Ma@ers Connec<ng Café 11.30am—1.30pm   

Service in the CARFAX 

3rd APRIL at 11.15am 
Led by the Bishop of Horsham 

Music provided by the Chris8an Life Centre 



 

March 
 

   

6 1.30pm World day of Prayer service 

 at St John the Evangelist 

 

7 7.30pm - 9.45pm Charity Revue at St Mary’s Barn, Causeway 

“Nothing New twixt Me and You” 

Tickets £10.00 . 

All proceeds to Turning Tides 

A light- hearted evening of words and music on the  

theme of love and rela8onships featuring songs  

from the “Great American Songbook” by Cole Porter, 

George Gershwin and others. 
 

18 7.30pm - 9.00pm Home for Good Vision Event  

at the Chris8an Life Centre, 51 East Street (RH12 1HR)  

Safe Families and Home for Good strive for a society where 

no family feel alone and every child has a home 

where they can flourish. 

  We believe the Church is central to this change.  

What part could you play in helping children 

and families flourish? 

   

April 
   

19 6.00pm - 7.30pm HCT Prayer and Worship  

at Kingdom Faith  Foundry Lane 

   

   

14 from 4.00pm Prayer and Praise in the Park 

Human Nature Garden 

Gates open at 4pm for picnics with service at 5pm.  

Live music  

June 



 

 

As the Wesleys toured round England in the 18
th

 Century to awaken somnolent 

Chris8ans, they converted them to meet as worshippers on Sundays. The Wesleys 

wanted people to go back to regular Anglican worship and believed that talking to 

one another helped to maintain a new found faith. However they had a shortage of 

buildings dedicated for worship by these reawakened . Their leaders preached     

fervently on Sundays. It seemed  important to witness and fire up these Chris8ans 

on all days of the week but there was a lack of chapels. 

 

The Wesleys wanted the converts to meet and talk. So they grouped together and 

would meet in each others homes. I like to think that these people needed spiritual 

support, and a group of them mee8ng in a house could righSully call themselves a 

housegroup. At Cornerstone we have several of these, and the one I have been its 

leader has been in existence for over fiCy years . I am referring to, of course,     

Newlands Housegroup . Our group has chosen to meet monthly on the third     

Tuesday of the month at my home.  

 

At best there were ten persons mee8ng regularly but at present we are eight in 

number, so it would be superb if we gained some newcomers joining and build up 

the membership for the future.  

 

If you are interested  in this  new ini8a8ve, please contact 

me, Peter Lusher tel.253145. 
 

 

 

     HOUSEGROUPS 

Note from the editor 

 

Peter is wan8ng more people to be involved in the Newlands housegroup 

but there are a number of our housegroups that are in a similar posi8on. 

Housegroups are not closed socie8es and all would welcome new members 

or those wishing to change groups. I have changed groups several 8mes over 

my 8me at London Road and have been welcomed each 8me so don’t be 

afraid or shy to join in or play ‘musical chairs’ ! 

 

It would be very helpful if housegroup leaders could provide the editor with 

mee8ng dates for inclusion in the monthly diary  



WEDNESDAY CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet in the Lounge at London Road on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the 

month at 7.30pm.  We are a friendly group of ladies & gentlemen, & are always 

pleased to welcome visitors. So do come & join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

4th March 

‘ Surprising Sussex ‘ 

Chris Horlock 

 

 

18th March 

Community Police Support Officers 

Rico and Kyle 



Tea and Chat  

 

 

Wednesday 25th March  

 
 

Tea & Chat meets in Wesley Hall. ACer a warm  

welcome it provides the opportunity to meet in 

a  friendly relaxed atmosphere and to chat and 

enjoy tea, scones and cakes. All are welcome. 

                                                                                                

Sue Checkland and Liz Sear 

All welcome. 

 

 

Toddler Group 

 

                          London Road on Wednesdays  

                             from  10.00am to 11.30am 

 

 A wide variety of toys, books, ac8vi8es, refreshments and listening ears -  

paren8ng can be tricky!  No need to book - we look forward to mee8ng you. 
 

The Sunday Lunch at London Road  

8th March 

at 12.30pm  

 

We welcome those of our Cornerstone family who live alone 

to join us for lunch on the above date in the Wesley Hall at 

12-30 pm. The cost is £6. 

 

To book your place please contact  

Audrey Fowler (261442)or Liz Sear (268075).  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 VILLAGE CAFÉ 

 

2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Thursday 12th March 

 
The Village Café meets takes place on the 2

nd
 Thursday aCernoon each month 

from 2.00pm un8l 5.00pm. 

This is an ecumenical project, working with St Michael’s Church                       

( here in Partridge Green ) 

 

All friends from Cornerstone Methodist Church are very welcome.  
 

Refreshments are free, but dona8ons are appreciated, which are used to support 

village organisa8ons. 

 

For further informa8on please  contact Margaret Daniell phone 01403 541736 

 

PARTRIDGE GREEN OPEN DOOR 

 

Our mee8ngs start at 2.30pm and are held in the Church Hall.  

All friends from Cornerstone Methodist Church  

are very welcome. 

  

For further informa8on  

    contact Margaret Daniell on 01403 541736  
 

Tuesday 3rd March 2.30pm - 4.00pm 

Cra? A?ernoon with Angela Birch 
  
 

 Tuesday  17th March 2.30pm - 4.00pm 

Travels to Japan  -  Steve Joice 

 

Tuesday 31st March 2.30pm - 4.00pm 

Wiltshire Farm Foods 

This is a club where people can meet and make friends while enjoying a cup of tea 

and cake.  Some op8onal ac8vi8es/table games will be available. There will be the 

occasional speaker or entertainment.  We meet alternate Tuesdays and there is a 

£2 charge.   





 

 

London Road on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from 2.00pm- 4.00pm 

Please bring your own cra/ or learn a new one 



 
 

 
6

th
 Horsham (Methodist) Scout Group 

 

Sponsored Cycle Event 20
th

-21st March 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please support us as we cycle the length of Britain in the Wesley Hall!  

 

We will be cycling from Inverness Methodist church to St Just Methodist church via     

Epworth and Horsham as part of the celebra8ons of 250 years of the Methodist Church in 

Horsham – without actually leaving the hall! 
 
We are raising funds to upgrade our camping equipment and also suppor8ng the      

Methodist interna8onal development and relief charity    ‘All We Can’. 
 
The event will start at 7pm Friday evening, going all through the night and (hopefully) 

reach our des8na8on about midday Saturday.  
 
There will also be a coffee morning on the Saturday star8ng at 10am where you will be 

able to cheer on the cyclists. Also, there will be a representa8ve for the All We Can    

charity to tell us about the work it does to improve people’s lives. 
 
There will be sponsorship forms available plus other opportuni8es for suppor8ng this 

event, look out for informa8on on posters and the weekly news sheet.  
 
 
 



 

The Community Fridge at St Andrews  
 

opens on the first Saturday of the month from 10.00am - 11.00am 

 

As well as the Community Fridge at St Andrews,  

at the same �me, there is also a REFILL STATION 

 

Please come along and see what we have at the REFILL STATION —  laundry liquid, 

washing up liquid,  etc  as  well  as loofahs, soap, Ecoballs for the washing                

machine….BUT we would  also appreciate dona8ons of  CLEAN boBles in which peo-

ple to take home their purchases ( if they forget to bring their own boBles! ). They 

need to  be  boBles  which  will  stand on a  scale to be  filled, and  the lids come off 

easily.  Please wash them out thoroughly  and  give them to   Sarah when you see 

her…  

                                                                   Thank you! 

  

    Please bring a bag ! 

This is an environmental issue ! 

not one of poverty 

 

The food is there for EVERYONE to use  

so that it is not wasted 

 

The Community Fridge at London Road  

 

opens every Tuesday Morning from 10.00am to 11.00am  

during which �me refreshments are served  

and  

every Thursday A6ernoon from 1.00pm to 2.00pm  

where refreshments are served from 12.15pm 

 

 

 

Messy Church at  St Andrews 

Sunday   15th March 3.00pm-5.00pm.  

 

 
 



 



March 15th 

Please do not leave your submission un8l the deadline date if possible 

              has limited space and you may be disappointed 


